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    At Dalhousie, sustainability is woven into everything we do: operations, academics, and research.
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    Indigenous knowledge concepts of respect for the environment, reciprocity, and responsibility, such as the Mi’kmaq concept of Netukulimk, have been embedded globally in human cultures for thousands of years. 
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    Concepts include:

 

	appreciation of and respect for the natural world
	short-term and long-term planning approaches  
	integration of environmental, social, human, and economic goals in policies and activities 
	community engagement
	intergenerational, global, regional, and local equity
	responsible governance






    





    The integration of these concepts differs depending on the sustainability definition used. The common concentric circle definition used in this plan recognizes the earth and a healthy ecosystem as the outer ring and the foundation of existence, followed by the economy: what we do to serve and create, and societal and health outcomes for people and other species.
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        $100M
        invested in sustainability projects by Dalhousie and partners in the past decade
    


        600+
        students have graduated from the Environment, Sustainability, and Society program since its founding in 2009
    


        90%
        of our academic departments offer courses on sustainability topics
    





    




    
        44%
        of our research community is engaged in sustainability research
    


        GOLD
        Our STARS rating, the leading global system for measuring sustainability in every aspect of higher education
    


        38%
        reduction in GHG emissions since our baseline year, 2010, as of 2022/23
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    Through the Office of Sustainability, we are incorporating sustainability concepts and criteria into policy and planning, building and retrofit projects, and operations.
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    In the classroom, our teaching enhances and expands understanding of the principles of sustainability, while giving students the skills and experience to create positive change in their communities - and beyond.
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    Dalhousie researchers and thought leaders are helping advance knowledge about climate change and identify effective, evidence-based solutions for a more sustainable future. 
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    The Dalhousie Annual Sustainability Progress Report for Campus Operations provides an annual snapshot of the progress made on key operational sustainability efforts outlined in the University Sustainability Operations Plan. The progress report provides a glimpse into how we approach the work and the results we’re achieving.
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    Dalhousie is committed to advancing the important work of fulfilling the United Nations Sustainabile Development Goals (SDGs) for 2030.
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    Dalhousie University is located in Mi'kma'ki, the ancestral and unceded territory of the Mi'kmaq. We are all Treaty people.

View the full land acknowledgement statement





    





    We recognize that African Nova Scotians are a distinct people whose histories, legacies, and contributions have enriched that part of Mi'kma'ki, currently known as Nova Scotia, for over 400 years.

View our African Nova Scotian acknowledgement
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